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Ballot Initiatives: CMA’s, CHA’s Stances 

• The California Hospital Association (CHA)-
sponsored Medi-Cal Funding and Accountability 
Act of 2016, Proposition 52 on the November 
ballot, is also supported by California Medical 
Assocation (CMA). It removes the current Jan. 
1, 2017 sunset date of the hospital fee program, 
thereby making the program and its statutory 
protections permanent. It is expected to produce 
more than $4 billion and $1 billion for hospitals 
and the state, respectively, per year. 

• CHA is also a co-sponsor and CMA supports 
the California Children’s Education and Health 
Care Protection Act of 2016, now Proposition 55. 
This measure would extend for 12 years current 
personal income tax rates on single taxpayers 
earning more than $250,000 and couples making 
more than $500,000 a year. Revenue generated 
will be directed to K-12 public education, 
community colleges, and health care for low-
income children and their families. The measure 
would provide up to $2 billion annually for the 
Medi-Cal program.  

• CHA has also co-sponsored and CMA supports 
the California Healthcare, Research and Prevention 
Tobacco Tax Act of 2016, or Proposition 56. 
Prop. 56 would increase the tax on tobacco and 
tobacco products to an equivalent of $2 per 
pack, including e-cigarettes and vaping devices. 
Eighty-two percent of the funding from the 
initiative would be directed to the Department 
of Health Care Services to increase funding for 
the Medi-Cal program, with the balance used for 
education, research, tobacco cessation programs 
and graduate medical education. The initiative 
would raise approximately $1.5 billion in new tax 
revenue. 
 

Find more CMA positions on ballot propositions at:  
www.cmanet.org/issues-and-advocacy/cmas-top-
issues/2016-ballot-propositions/

Welcome, New Medical Staff Members

Reza Bashtar, MD

Hospitalist / Internal Medicine
Dr. Bashtar, St. Joseph Heritage Medical 
Group, received his medical degree in 2004 
in Iran from Shahid Beheshti University of 
Medical Sciences in Tehran. His internship 
was done at Mercy St. Vincent Medical Center 
in Toledo, OH, and residency at Loma Linda 
University Medical Center, Loma Linda. Dr. 

Bashtar is board certified in Internal Medicine.

Chung Cuiffo, MD 

Internal Medicine/Hospitalist
Dr. Cuiffo, St. Joseph Heritage Medical 
Group, received his medical degree from 
State University of New York (SUNY) at  
Buffalo, NY, followed by an internship at 
SUNY’s School of Medicine and Biomedi-
cal Sciences in Buffalo. Residency training 
in radiology took place at the University of 

Rochester Medical Center. He completed a second residency 
at UCI Medical Center in internal medicine in June, 2016. 

Medication Reconciliation a Must 
Admission Medication Reconciliation must be completed by 
the Licensed Independent Practitioner (LIP) within 24 hours 
of the patients’ arrival. Medication Reconciliation is a re-
quirement placed upon acute care hospitals and ambulatory 
care services by The Joint Commission, as shown:
  

Obtain information on the medications the patient 

is currently taking when he or she is admitted to 

the hospital or is seen in an outpatient setting. This 

information is documented in a list or other format 

that is useful to those who manage medications.  

NPSG 03.06.01 EP3 Compare the medication 

information the patient brought to the hospital with 

the medications ordered for the patient by the hos-

pital in order to identify and resolve discrepancies.  
 

... Discrepancies include omissions, duplications, 

contraindications, unclear information, and changes. 

A qualified individual, identified by the hospital, does 
the comparison.

 If you have any questions, please contact Tina Retrosi, 
RN, Patient Safety, at ext. 17798.

http://www.cmanet.org/issues-and-advocacy/cmas-top-issues/2016-ballot-propositions/
http://www.cmanet.org/issues-and-advocacy/cmas-top-issues/2016-ballot-propositions/


How was your Olympic experience?
This was my first Olympic games 
as a physician and I’m grateful to 
have had this tremendous opportu-
nity. As physicians, we understand 
the team approach to medical care 
and there is no situation where that 
is demonstrated more than at the 
Olympic games. It was very chal-
lenging yet extremely rewarding. 

Best moments?
After arriving in Rio and the Olympic village, we were immediately 
immersed in the Olympic spirit. It’s hard to overstate the mag-
nitude and impact of bringing together athletes from around the 
world, all working toward a common goal to be their best on the 
biggest world stage. I loved seeing athletes compete at their high-
est level and watching them win medals for the United States! 
Will your role continue?
Yes, I will continue to serve as a team physician for USA 
Gymnastics as we move into the next Olympic cycle.
Dr. Kruse is a family medicine and sports medicine physician at 
Orthopaedic Specialty Institute (OSI). More on his Olympic role and 
background appear in the Aug.15 issue of Briefs, found on the Medi-
cal Staff members’ pages of www.sjo.org/For-Physicians-Only.

IN THE TRENCHES with David W. Kruse, MD

Athlete Care Coordinator, USA Gymnastics
Doctors’ Docket

GRAND ROUNDS for All Specialties - HCAHPS: 

How to Improve the Patient Experience with Cathy 
Fletcher, Mission Services, on Sept. 23 at 12:30 p.m. in 
Zoul Auditorium. She’ll present communicating effectively 
with patients of diverse cultures, religion, ages, etc., how 
HCAHPS questions are scored and how to improve scores.

Inaugural Physician Social - Join us Wednesday, 
Sept. 28, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. for a recognition celebration 
of new physicians and milestone anniversaries. This 
physician-only event will be held at The Villa, 510 E. 
Katella Ave., Orange. Please RSVP by Sept. 23 by 
emailing physician.relations@stjoe.org. If you have any 
questions, please call 714-771-8829.

Celebration 2016 - The Tracy Family Celebration 2016 
presented by Ron and Marsha Moeller benefitting SJO 
Behavioral Health Center of Excellence patients will be held 
on Oct. 22 at the City National Grove of Anaheim and will 
include dining experiences, silent and live auctions, and a 
live performance by legendary member of Fleetwood Mac, 
Stevie Nicks. The Spirit of St. Joseph Award will be pre-
sented to David and Ruth Seigle and Debbie and Robert 

del Junco, MD. Find Celebration sponsorship, underwrit-
ing and advertising opportunities at www.sjo.org/celebra-
tion-2016, or call the Foundation at 714-347-7900.

https://www.sjo.org/For-Physicians-Only/Physician-Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fFor-Physicians-Only%2fMedical-Staff-Members-Only.aspx
http://www.sjo.org/For-Community/Ways-to-Give/Fundraising-Special-Events/Celebration-2016.aspx?furl=celebration2016
http://www.sjo.org/For-Community/Ways-to-Give/Fundraising-Special-Events/Celebration-2016.aspx?furl=celebration2016

